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ACTION AID-59 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ISO-OO PC-10 USIA-15 IO-14 INR-11 DODE-OO 
AGR-20 INT-08 COME-OO SWF-02 FDRE-00 DRC-01 RSC-01 
/152 W 

065653 

R011407Z AUG 74 
FM AMCONSUL ASMARA 
TO AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
SECSTATE WASHDC 2871 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE ASMARA 0643 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: SWEL, EAID, ET 

SUBJECT: DROUGHT CONDITIONS IN ERITREA 
REF: ASMARA 625 

1. LOCAL YWCA COMMITTEE TO COMBAT DROUGHT IN ERITREA HAS EX- 
PANDED TO INCLUDE REPRESENTATIVES FROM APPROPRIATE GOVT. DEPTS. 
REPS. OF THE AFCC OF THE NORTH HAVE OFFERED THEIR INSTITUTIONAL 
ASSISTANCE TO THE RELIEF EFFORT. TWO LIAISON OFFICERS FROM 
RELIEF COMMISSION IN ADDIS ARE VISITING ASMARA TO EVALUATE LOCAL 
SITUATION. LOCAL COMMITTEE ESTIMATES 850,000 PEOPLE HAVE BEEN 
AFFECTED BY DROUGHT AND SECURITY CONDTIONS. LOCAL YWCA COM- 
MITTEE IS IN PROCESS OF REQUESTING RECOGNITION FROM NATIONAL 
RELIEF COMMISSION, WHICH WILL ENABLE IT TO RECEIVE OFFICIAL 
FUNDS FOR ERITREA. 

2. LOCAL SOURCES REPORT THAT GOVGEN DEBBEBE HAILEMARIAM 
SUPPRESSED INFO ONDROUGHT CONDITIONS IN ERITREA. WITH THE 

AFCC OF THE NORTH SUPPORTING THE LOCAL RELIEF COMMITTEE, CHARGES 
COULD BE BROUGHT AGAINST GOVGEN FOR HIS FAILURE TO ACT AGAINST 
DROUGHT CONDITIONS. 

SHERRY 
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